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History of The Bicaville Traij

Jean Baptiste Le Moyne, Sscur de Brenwille, duucoversd thu
bayou asd traul wn 1699, He bamed the bayou 51, John lor

his patron wunt, Biepvillc joined the French Navy at ne
agc of i2. When he was 14 he reccived hu first bastle
wounds. He wzi 17 when he came to the Gulf Coasi win
Iberwille, hus older brother. 1o esubiuh French poILs 1o
guard the fower river valley of Louniuma, As g Canadun

Wout and wilor, young Bienwille was certainly a “bov''
Ul ’

But loag before the French came in 1699, Induang used this
trasl from the bayou 10 the fiver. It was called 2
“Portage’ because they ported. or cuTed, they canocs
froen the water of the bayou 1o the fver. In 1718 Bienvlle
founded the City of New Dricsru at the nver end of the
ULl or parlage, A persoh was xbie 10 waly aboul a2 mile
froem the niver 15 Bayou St John. He ould then go by
boat to Eake Ponwherirasn which connecteg 10 the Gull of
Mexxo by the way of Lake Bome, Thit was exswer than
BOANE down The river. “.othrough.very dulficul couniry,
clita Nocded ond filled wivh allizsiors, =TPenits, and mh;-r
YOO O bexaty, "t
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Information and Hikiny Instrections

® Lrave Scour falend by turning kft oo to Hamson
Avenoe; Joliow Harnson to Marcom Drive: turn def1,
Zontinue oa Marconi 10 Roosevell Mall. Walk through
vall 10 New Orleans Muscum of Ast,

B
& “'Durliing Oaks.” This is approsimarely 200 vards 1o
the ielt of the Museum when pacing the Museum. Once
thit was & remote spot where the Creoles settied arguments
with sword and puiof duels, The Creoka were the French
and Spanish Anstoctacy of old New Orleans,

® Return to Muscum 254 proceed to entrance of City
Park marked by suxtue of General Beaurezard.

Cress the bridge and wurn right on Moss Street, con-
Unuc on until you rexch 1300 Moss Street.  After crossing
the bridge look ahead and you will see many Spanish-West
Indian type plantation homes. In carly Spanish days {{rom
1761 1o 180)) this neighborbood was a summer retort and
iR imporaant part of the port. That's why the colonial
plantation house at 1300 Mos Street is called the “*Spanizh
Custom House.”* Read the plaque on the gate,

@ Tum kft atthe Spanish Custom House and you are on
Grand Route St. John — beginmirig of the overland port-
tage from the Bayou to the River. Note the historical
marker near the Bayou,

@ Conunuing along Grznd Route St. John, YOu cross
Esplanade Avenue for the first time, This was the
‘ashionablke street of the Creoles. Grand Route 5t. John
ends at Gentilly Road where you turn nght for two blocks.

& ESPLANADE AVENUE mzwb

Pt
@ Cromng Rampart you are now in ihe Vieux Carre.
They uy the beu way 10 ger ths world {amous
reighborhood is 10 *'ge1 lo1t,™ But Scours never get lost,
10 connnue along Gov. Nicholiy Sireet by the Old Spanish
Stables 21 9724 10 Royal Street, At thiy comer — No. 1140
Royal — i 1 famous Haunred House, Detxils of how 1t
vame 10 be haunted are vivadly presented by Musee Conu,

the anv’s famous was myseury a1 917 Conti Street which
vou will vrat later,

© Evorvihing you see i the Yieux Carre iy interesting.

Conunwe dlong Gov. Nicholls to Chartres Street and wimn.

L nght, Immediately xcros the street you will sce ke Ur-
sulines Cobvent, Thit building is probably the oldest in the
Mussupp Valley, 1t was cornpieted in 1734 for the Ut
sehne nums.  After many years use a5 & convent, the
building beeemic the heme of the Archbishop of Mew
Oricans. It B8 pOw a nanonal histonc site.

& Acrots the sIrert from the convent is the Bezurcgard

House, home of the Confrderate General on the hore you
11w af Cuy Park.

© Conunung down Chanres pas many oid and quaint
places you COTE 10 Jackion Square — the Plece d*Armcs
tor dnli ground) of colenial New Orfcans, Flanking the
hustore St Lowis Cathedral are the equally ancient
Cabildo and Prosbricre, The two long red buildings flank-
ing Jackion 3Quase are the Ponulbs Boildingy trilt in
1343-50 by Madame Pontalba, Each building contaias six.
1oEn SPATRIC APSILMCNLL thive story high,

& Yisdt Sunt Lowhs Cathedral, An mtendant wrcally
zveulable 10 ©YC You & thort yuaded tour. The Cathedral
dhics from I bul 1 13 the thirg church on the site. A
hurmicanc Salroyed the firgl im 1723 and a lire burned the

wrcond 1n 1785 The Cathedral was named for Saint Louis,

wto was King of France in the |31k Century.

1

. Visit the State Musum a1 the Presbytere nexi door 10
the Saint Lows Catbedral.  Admission for wniformed
Scout prowps i free.

€ Take excher Pirates Alky or Pere Antoine's Alley on
cither nde of the Caihedral to Koval Streei, The small
INCiosed pask 13 St Anibony's Garden which used (o be a
famrd dudling ground in the city'y carly days. Cross
Royal Stroet xnd {ollow Ovbeans Street down 10 Dasphine

and wurn kfl. Aloog the way you will sec coramic MATKErs
1hat mistakugly label this 1o B¢ Bayou Rozd. 1n Spanuh
tites thas street was she rear of sthe ¢ty and travelers come
ing 1 the il turned and follcrwct‘i the path of this strect
You follow it (o Conti Strert.  On Yhe corper at W)
Dauphine is onc of several housas reputed 1o have beent ox-
Guprcd by Joha Jame Audubon, : L
@ Al Cooti Street tamn right and proceed 1o the Musee !
CWW!’I Coutr Street. e .
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# Retorn along Contt towTd T T er 10 Decaiue, w hich us-
# cd to bealied L ever Sirert; and 1o the tHzngle intersection
where N, Peiers s1ams — it used 1o be calicd New Lover
Siseet. This it because the river kept changing ity coarse
and buildiag' cp more land. Turn right on Decator, coo-,

tinue on past the Custom House to Canal Street 28d lurn
lef1.

Yox can sec the Internations) Trade Mart, 33 stosies tall,
o2 the nver bask. Had it been built there when New
Orleans was foundad in 1713, the Trade Mart would have
been g mad-river. You will {ind the view from the Mart™s
100 ah cxciting one. The nver at the foot of Canal Sucet 1s
100 feet deep. Over at the foot of Gov, Nichotls Street it s
00 fect decp. There o a foe for admiltance 1o the ower.

—

The B_iﬂmllt Trail Commutice hopes you wall “'Pass a
good ame™ dunng your ke of the Irzii.

Feces are subyect to vhange af any hime,  Therefore these
1temy are opuonal to 1he hiker.,
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